LevaTe

Read LESS Learn MORE

Learn BITS

Annual Current Affairs Compilation

JAN 2022-APR 2023

"UPSC EPF0 2023

\Revise 430+ DAYS CURRENT AFFAIRS INJUST 1 WEEK )

PIB/AIl 00+
Newspapers

: Prelims Facts
overage

360

Coverage

Easy

: -
Remember Topics



N Te

|-Future of education

Read LESS Learn MORE (Al based Learning Platform)

Index

HISTORY & CULTURE......cccc.coermemnnniirennnnnas 7

A S A T A G R A S S A 7
T T B 2 e S St ety e 7
o L o L s e ettt et ot et St VA
WORLD’S FIRST PALM-LEAF MANUSCRIPT MUSEUM IN KERALA

e T e i i e e 7
B e 8
BANJARA DHARMAGURU SANTH SEVALAL MIAHARAJ JAYANTI ........... 8
N BTG ER A GEIR O R A L e s e o 8

POLITY & GOVERNANCE .........cccccceeeireennnnes 9

ST T T B B B 9
NATIONAL ELECTRICITY PLAN (2022-27) cccvveeeeiiieeiciieeeeiiee e 9
PM INAUGURATES DIAMOND JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS OF CENTRAL
BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION IN NEW DELHI ..uvveeuieeiiiresiieesiieeenaeens 9
GOVERNMENT RELEASES PRE-DRAFT OF NATIONAL CURRICULUM

R N O R K R RS Gl D s s b A 9
L e el S0 o A A o e e e 10
SAGARMALA INNOVATION AND START-UP POLICY ...eoecveeereeaneennne 10
AAP GETS ‘NATIONAL PARTY” STATUS ..eceuvieeeeiiraeasiveeeesissesesnnnas 10
NATIONAL CREDIT FRAMEWORK ......uvveeuvieeueeeiveseiseeaeseeeasaeensnees 10
NCPCR ISSUES GUIDELINES FOR ASSESSMENT OF CHILD SUSPECTS IN

LT TR 6 2 e o e e 10

oo o S e oy e 12
CENTRE OPPOSES RECOGNITION OF SAME-SEX MARRIAGE IN SC CITING
YO A e ettt et o e S 12
BAR COUNCIL ALLOWS FOREIGN LAWYERS, LEGAL FIRMS TO PRACTICE IN
LB it St Sttt Sty et St et 12
INTER-SERVICES ORGANISATIONS BILL coeeeeeieiieieiieeieiieieeieineeeeeen, 82,
RAJASTHAN RIGHT TO HEALTH BILL.ouueuieiieiiiiiiiees e eerviiie e e e eeaees 13
S QA E AT ORI R S s e e e e e B T T 13
PAR PANEL RECOMMENDS NEW LAW TO DEFINE POWER, FUNCTIONS OF
CB b st e s St 13
L N R L e o e e 13
ELECTION COMMISSION BEGINS DELIMITATION OF CONSTITUENCIES IN
e A e A 14

ELECTION COMMISSION DEVELOPS EVIM PROTOTYPE FOR MIGRANTS 14
KARNATAKA RECLASSIFIES VOKKALIGAS, LINGAYATS TO RAISE THEIR

B A S R B b B e b e 14
DRAFT-RULES'FOR'ONLINE GAMING 5 eh fei b tubaniabsus ot dubiebaoinssass 15
NMC RELEASES DRAFT RULES FOR TIMETABLE, DURATION, GRADES
ANDPAPERS s e e e 15
NATIONAL GEOSPATIAL POLICY 2022 ...coooiviiiiiiieiieiiiiieieeeeeeee, 15
UGC RELEASED DRAFT GUIDELINES TO SET UP FOREIGN EDUCATIONAL
L S L e i ot iy Sttt S 15
INDIAN TELEGRAPH (INFRASTRUCTURE SAFETY) RULES 2022........... 16

‘ Learn Finite © 2023 | All Rights Reserved | www.learnfinite.com

Annual Current Affairs Compilation
Jan 2023 -Apr 2023 (Part - IT)

e T e T T T e T T e e e

K G N R E R ) B S S S b b b b e e B b e 16
CENTRE TO END DISCRETIONARY HAJ QUOTA...ccceviiiiiiiieeeneiaiineee 16
CEA RELEASES DISASTER MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR POWER SECTOR... 17
ANRHEX 2023 i i i s s e 17
CENTRE SETS UP THREE GRIEVANCE COMMITTEES TO TAKE UP USER
COMPLAINTS AGAINST SOCIAL MEDIA PLATFORMS ....cocovuuvrerneeeeennns 17
R b2 TS A6 Sl o sttt ot ot iy ot 17
NCST FUNCTIONI NG WITH LESS THAN 50% OF SANCTIONED

T R N G e S e 18
MISSION ANTYODAYA SURVEY (MAS) 2022-23 .....ccceeecuveeennen. 18
STATE POLICE CHIEF APPOINTMENT vevveveeeiuiivrreeeesesassnsnnrseeaseanns 18
WORLD GOVERNMENT SUMMIT 2023 ......uiiiiiieiieeseiinieeeeeeeenans 19
D R e e e e e o e o 19
ROLE OF GOVERNORS AND THEIR APPOINTMENT ...vvveveeeerinvnnenennn. 19
DRAFT GEO-HERITAGE SITES AND GEO-RELICS BILL ..evveeeereuvirennenn.. 19
FOREIGNER CAN'T CLAIM VESTED RIGHT TO BE GUARDIAN FOR PERSON
R 2L L oy S 20
ONE NATION, ONE ORGAN ALLOCATION POLICY ......cvvveeeeeeeiennnnes 20
SC REJECTS SEALED COVER SUGGESTIONS ... .
AADHAAR LINKAGE WITH VOTER IDS...cccooiiiiiiiiiieeeeiiiiiiineee e

CENTRE EXTENDS TERM OF 22ND LAW COMMISSION TiLL AUG 202421
SC REFUSES TO ENTERTAIN PIL FOR MENSTRUAL LEAVE FOR WOMEN IN
B O O R P A S e 21

L .

N B O RE G R A D E D O G e e A 22
N O AR GE S O R e et B e b D s 22
INDIA POST PAYMENTS BANK LAUNCHES WHATSAPP BANKING

S R S e b e 22
s N Y (o s AV AT At s b b R i 22
EUROPEAN COMMISSION GRANTS Gl TAG FOR HIMACHAL'S KANGRA
N e S o it s St St e i St 23
MAJOR ACHIEVEMENTS OF INDIAN RAILWAYS IN FINANCIAL YEAR -
D e S ot 23
COMPREHENSIVE AND PROGRESSIVE AGREEMENT FOR TRANS-PACIFIC
PARTNERSHIP (CPTPP) ..veveivevvieeeerieeens e

A
S

NATIONAL ELECTRICITY PLAN (2022-27) ..
PRADHAN MANTRI MUDRA YOJANA (PMMY) ...

MARCHA RICE GETS GITAG ...civiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiininaisisassasessassans 24
SKILL MINISTRY LAUNCHES DIGITAL VERSION OF EMPLOYABILITY SKILLS
L e e A 24
STATE ENERGY EFFICIENCY INDEX 2021-22 ...ovviveiiiiiiiiiiinieeenennns 24
A B B A R A N G A e e 24
D R A T E R E T R O s B B L D T 25
INDIAHANDMADE PORTAL «.vtvvieteeeiauvsneneeesssesassnsnseesesesssnssnseesens 25
INDIA RANKS 42ND OUT OF 55 NATIONS IN GLOBAL IP INDEX.......... 25
INDIA APPROVES $3.9 BN HYDROPOWER PROJECT NEAR CHINA BORDER
NN O R T B S T i 25
MYANMAR TEAK WOOD ..ccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiieisieeiseieiseeseseneaenans 26
SWAMIH FUND COMPLETES 20,557 HOMES SINCE INCEPTION IN

3 O L et ety Sttt ety st s 26




Future of educati : ot
L:_ur.eome| — Annual Current Affairs Compilation
Read LESS Learn MORE (Al based Learning Platform) ]an 2023 _Apr 2023 (Part - H)

R e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e T

WOMEN, BUSINESS AND THE LAW REPORT..... R THE FIRST EDITION OF UPNEXT INDIA 2023 INAUGURATED ............. 38
70 HTT-40 BASIC TRAINER AIRCRAET ... R RBI GRANTS PAYMENT AGGREGATOR LICENCE TO 32 ENTITIES.......... 38
RBIINITIATES 75 DIGITAL VILLAGES PROGRAMME ... Ry RBI ISSUES DRAFT NORMS FOR LENDING, BORROWING OF G-SECS.... 38
CENTRE PLANNING HALLMARKING OF GOLD BULLION MANDATORY ... 27 INDIA’S UPI AND SINGAPORE’S PAYNOW ARE NOW INTEGRATED..... 39
A R ] T L L A
LA N D e R G G e e o 27
CENTRAL GOVERNMENT LAUNCHES HIGH PRICE DAY AHEAD MARKET SAGAR SETU IMOBILE APP .. .uieiiiieiieiiiiesiesissasiasasssesesasssssasaesnans 39
AND SURPLUS POWER PORTAL (PUSHP) ....ccoviiiiiiiiieiiieeiee e 27 IMONSTER BLACK HOLE THAT COULD EAT 30 BILLION SUNS
IREDA GETS ‘INFRASTRUCTURE FINANCE COMPANY’ STATUS FROM Ry e e i S S e e i 39
R T e 28 7 R o s s e 39
TRADE INFRASTRUCTURE FOR EXPORT SCHEME (TIES).....ccccvvieenns 28 NASA LAUNCHES DEVICE TO MONITOR AIR POLLUTION FROM SPACE 40
BASIC ANIMAL HUSBANDRY STATISTICS 2022....cccevviviiiiiiiienennnnn, 28 10,000 INDIAN GENOMES TO BE SEQUENCED BY YEAR-END............ 40
VLSS R Y Dl ettt bt et ettt et 4 29 UNIFIED PORTAL OF CENTRAL BUREAU OF NARCOTICS LAUNCHED ... 40
INCOME TAX DEPARTMENT LAUNCHES AlS APP FOR TAXPAYERS........ 29 INDIA TO SOON GET LIGO TO CATCH GRAVITATIONAL WAVES ........... 40
L G b 29 TAMIL NADU’S CUMBUM GRAPES GET GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATION
PRADHAN MANTRI UJJWALA YOJANA .. .ceeeervirenereereeninnnnesnaenenanns 29 T L T T E R R R o e r Ry, 41
GH N A B B R DG s S s 30 GHANA BECOMES FIRST COUNTRY TO APPROVE OXFORD MALARIA
L L N L L e i ey o 30 N oo 8 L S o B e S e et St Sy 41
SEBI ASKS EXCHANGES TO SET UP SYSTEM SHIELDING AGAINST BROKER'S WHO DRAFT DOCUMENT LAYS OUT FRAMEWORK FOR COUNTRIES TO
G T o ey 30 R B B N S e e b 41
INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF MILLETS (IYM) 2023 KICK STARTS .......... 30 WORLD HEMOPHILIA DAY, 41
RBI LAUNCHES UTKARSH 2.0 FOR THE PERIOD 2023-2025 ........... 31 IIT INDORE DEVELOPS LOW-COST CAMERA IN COLLABORATION WITH
OO Y D O o A S O B e e o o Sy 31 A S A A TR G s s ot e s B 42
SBI, ICICI BANK, HDFC BANK CONTINUE TO BE TOO BIG TO FAIL .... 31 THE JUICE MISSION TO EXPLORE JUPITER'S MIOONS........uvvveeeeennnne 42
CABINET CLEARS X19,744-CR NATIONAL GREEN HYDROGEN NATIONAL QUANTUM MISSION ..ceiviiiiieiiiiieieiseiiereeseseereesesseseenes 42
LT O N B e ottt ettt St et e 32 SEED TRACEABILITY PORTAL..
BROADCASTING INFRASTRUCTURE AND NETWORK DEVELOPMENT NINGALGEECEIRSE 2D 2 s i b e
REUVEN RAMATY HIGH ENERGY SOLAR SPECTROSCOPIC IMAGER
(RHESSI) SPACECRAFT
SILENT VALLEY BIRD SPECIES GOESUP TO 175 ..civiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiininins 32 B L ot o e e A o et
PRADHAN MIANTRI NATIONAL APPRENTICESHIP MELA..........ccc...... 33 INDIA SUCCESSFULLY TESTS SEA-BASED BALLISTIC MISSILE
B T R T L e A 33 I B L e oy Ty A o s s S 43
KERALA BECOMES COUNTRY’S FIRST FULLY DIGITAL BANKING STATE... 33 BIO-ELECTRONIC URIC ACID DETECTING DEVICE .....ccvvvurnesererrernnnnns 43
3,700 DAMS IN INDIA WILL LOSE 26% STORAGE CAPACITY BY 2050: AP TO HOST SECOND WHOLE GENOME SEQUENCING LAB................ 44
B o A A A 33 IFFCO NANO DAP: (LIQUID) i iieisiiiiiviiaiissaiasiasivssnsussasanssssassnins 44
BHARATPE RECEIVES IN-PRINCIPLE NOD FROM RBI FOR ONLINE NATIONAL SCIENCE DAY 2023 ...coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciiiiieieieeeeeieieeeneenes 44
DAY ENNAG GREGATE Rt bbb bbb b 34 e Y AN ]8]S e e e 44
CABINET APPROVES SETTING UP OF A NATIONAL LEVEL MULTI-STATE INDIA TOPS LIST OF GLOBAL INTERNET SHUT-OFFS: REPORT ............. 45
EOQPERATINVESEER S QG BT s s s e 34 e A o B R o e o e e 45
INCENTIVE SCHEME FOR PROMOTION OF RUPAY DEBIT CARDS AND INTEGRATED PENSIONERS’ PORTAL ...uvvvireieeeeiiinrneeeeseessensnnreenees 45
LOW-VALUE BHIM-UPI TRANSACTIONS (P2M) ....ovviiiiiiieeiiieeanns 34 GAGANYAAN MISSION ...uuvvieeavreeeearreesasuneessassesessnseesassaseessssaees 45
FSSAI NOTIFIES COMPREHENSIVE REGULATORY STANDARDS FOR ISRO RECEIVES SATELLITE NISAR, JOINTLY DEVELOPED BY INDIA AND
o NI Lo Attty Sttt b ottt St e Sttt 35 e e B 46
SETHUSAMUDRAM PROJECT ..cevvrrvrrererreraerenrersesserersesessessessesenses 35 POTS OR POSTURAL ORTHOSTATIC TACHYCARDIA SYNDROME ......... 46
WEF's CENTER FOR FOURTH INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION TO BE SET UP IN THE WORLD’S FIRST 3D-PRINTED ROCKET .....uvvviieieeeiiiinineeeeennns 46
D R B D e e T e B T S e P B T 35 SCIENTISTS CALL FOR LEGALLY BINDING GLOBAL TREATY TO ELIMINATE
STATES’ GROSS FISCAL DEFICIT SET TO FALL IN 2022-23: RBI........... 35 R o7 L Lo e ot Pt et ettt i et et 46
N N R ol B T o B e Iy T P e e 36 WORLD’S FASTEST SINGLE-SHOT CAMERA CONFIRMS HOW FLAMES
HIGHLIGHTS OF THE UNION BUDGET 2023-24................... 36 T o A S 47
SCHEME LAUNCHED IN THE BUDGET 2023-24 .. ISRO BRINGS DOWN WEATHER SATELLITE MEGHA TROPIQUES-1..... 47
QR CODE-BASED COIN VENDING MACHINE ....ccvvveerererreerererneereranees RWANDA GETS CONTINENT’S FIRST UNIT FOR MRNA VACCINE
THE PRESIDENT INAUGURATES THE 2ND INDIAN RICE CONGRESS IN DT L e ettt S et ot et Sty S 47
R et ot M e S e 37 VENUS’ VOLCANOES MAY BE ACTIVE, SHOW DECADES-OLD RADAR

RBI’S FINANCIAL LITERACY WEEK.... S IMAGES

‘ Learn Finite © 2023 | All Rights Reserved | www.learnfinite.com




N Te

|-Future of education

Read LESS Learn MORE (Al based Learning Platform)

INDIA’S FIRST INDIGENOUS QUADRUPED ROBOT AND EXOSKELETON .. 48
INDIA'S LARGEST ROCKET LVM3 TO PERFORM SECOND COMMERCIAL

MISSION

VORI D A BER G LS S B Ay 2 2 S s s Ay 48
NASA-ISRO SYNTHETIC APERTURE RADAR......uveiierreaiciiiniraeneenann 49
O N R e A A 49
ISRO SUCCESSFULLY LAUNCHES LVM3-M3/ONEWEB WITH 36
YN ST s et it oty oty Sty St 49
TANZANIA CONFIRMS FIRST-EVER OUTBREAK OF MARBURG VIRUS

DS EAS e o e 49
SCIENTISTS SPOT PIEZOELECTRIC EFFECT IN LIQUIDS FOR THE FIRST

L e e B e e 50
SPACEX LAUNCHES 54 STARLINK SATELLITES, LANDS ROCKET ON SHIP AT
T ko et ot ettt St St Sttt 50
L P OV T i o S b e S 50
INDIA TO LAUNCH HYDROGEN-POWERED TRAINS ON HERITAGE ROUTES
BB A e 50
99.9% WATER CONTAMINANTS REMOVED IN 10 SECONDS.............. 51
SNARDRAGON S ATE LT E s bbb bbb bbb fe b by 51
OZONE LAYER IS SLOWLY RECOVERING- UN REPORT.........ccveeeennnn. 51
UGANDA DECLARES END OF EBOLA DISEASE OUTBREAK: WHO ........ 5:l:
DOPPLER WEATHER RADAR NETWORK BY 2025 ....ccoeoviiiiiieenennn 52
ISRO 'SHUKRAYAAN' MISSION TO PLANET VENUS REPORTEDLY SHIFTED
T e 52
BHAROS INDIA'S INDIGENOUS MOBILE OPERATING SYSTEM BY |IT
B Y e ettt ettt it ot e 52

EUROPE'S MISSION TO JUPITER'S ICY MOONS JUICE SATELLITE IS

ARTIFICIAL SYNAPSE FOR BRAIN-LIKE COMPUTING DEVELOPED BY

T B A R L R B oty 53
NATIONAL ANTI-LEPROSY DAY ...coviviiieeereiiiiiieiseseereraiieseeeesnnnas 54
Ry T (o s e e T o o et oty o S 54
BIOASIA TO BE HELD IN HYDERABAD.......cecetivireiieeeereesunnnneeaenananns 54
ATAL INNOVATION MISSION, INAUGURATES ACIC-CBIT RESEARCH
AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP FOUNDATION IN HYDERABAD ......cccvvveeene 54
PM INAUGURATES INDIA ENERGY WEEK 2023 IN BENGALURU ....... 55
S A 5.
N R s B 55
GOOGLE TO LAUNCH CHATGPT COMPETITOR 'BARD' .....ccevvivriiinens 56
SKYE AIR LAUNCHES INDIA’S FIRST TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT SYSTEM FOR
DR N i e St e e 56
QUALCOMM ANNOUNCES WORLD'S FIRST SATELLITE-BASED TWO-WAY
B S G LN G T e 56
ISRO SUCCESSFULLY LAUNCHES NEW ROCKET TO DEPLOY 3

e o o 0 B O )] et it St it S 57
5.9 MILLION TONNES LITHIUM DEPOSITS FOUND IN J-K .........ccceenn. 57
HEALTH MINISTRY LAUNCHES NATIONWIDE CAMPAIGN TO COMBAT
T A A ST,
SAUDI ARABIA TO SEND ITS FIRST WOMAN TO SPACE... ... 58
e M BN B oo st s o ...58

BLACK SOLDIER FLY LARVAE.... NmaTe)

‘ Learn Finite © 2023 | All Rights Reserved | www.learnfinite.com

Annual Current Affairs Compilation
Jan 2023 -Apr 2023 (Part - IT)

e T e T T T e T T e e e

SCIENTISTS DISCOVER NEW ‘QUASICRYSTAL” IN NEBRASKA, US ........ 59
COUNTRY'S FIRST WASTE-TO-HYDROGEN PLANT TO BE SET UP IN

o o S St S o 59
ANTARIS™ JANUS-1 SMALLSAT IS SUCCESSFULLY LAUNCHED BY THE
LSRG S S Y B 2 R O G B T e S b e e 59
NORTH KOREA FIRES BALLISTIC MISSILE TO BOLSTER NUCLEAR

O O T T B e e e 60

DELHI METRO LAUNCHES ITS FIRST-EVER TRAIN CONTROL SYSTEM.... 60
WORLD'’S HIGHEST WEATHER STATION REBUILT ON MIOUNT

T T 60
VEDANTA-FOXCONN SELECTS DHOLERA SIR FOR FIRST
R G T T R A T 61

INDIA'S FIRST HYBRID SOUNDING ROCKET ...
HARYANA TO HOST NORTHERN INDIA’S FIRST NUCLEAR POWER

R e e e 61
B e i i e 62
JAMES WEBB TELESCOPE SPOTS 6 MONSTER GALAXIES .....vvvveeeeennn 62
YD A o M 62
SCIENTISTS DISCOVER FIFTH LAYER OF EARTH ...cveveiieiiiiiiiiinieeeeenns 62
LU T O it b ot bttt et S e 63

HEALTH & MEDICINE...............cceeeeennnnnees. 63

PRET: WHO LAUNCHES INITIATIVE TO MAKE WORLD BETTER PREPARED

FOR FUTURE PANDEMICS ...eivviieieieieieieiseeseseesesseseesessesssssssesesseens 63
NHA UNDER ITS FLAGSHIP SCHEME ABDM ACHIEVES ANOTHER
S O o e e et S e o ot 63
HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE MINISTRY RECEIVES PORTER PRIZE
D B A A e A 64
WORLD BANK COMMITS $1 BILLION TO INDIA FOR PUBLIC HEALTHCARE
R e o ety et oty B et 64
MEDICAL TOURISM INDEX (MITI) c.vveiiiieiiieiiiceiee e 64
ICMR RELEASES GUIDELINES FOR ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE USE IN THE
L e oo e 64
‘SMART’ PROGRAM FOR AYURVEDA PROFESSIONALS TO BOOST R&D
IN AYURVEDA IN THE COUNTRY ...cieieiiieieieiiieieienereraienenssesesesssennes 65

WORLD’S FIRST INTRANASAL COVID19 vAccINE, INNCOVACC .... 65
12 AFRICAN COUNTRIES COMMIT TO ENDING AIDS IN KIDS BY 2030 65
TELE MENTAL HEALTH ASSISTANCE AND NETWORKING ACROSS STATES
T R A e o B e S 66

ECOLOGY & ENVIRONMENT.................... 66

BANDIPUR COMPLETES 50 YEARS AS PROJECT TIGER RESERVE......... 66
ASOLA BHATTI WILDLIFE SANCTUARY........cvvveine. .. 66
NEW BUTTERFLY SPECIES DISCOVERED IN KERALA.... a6 ]o)
RESEARCHERS FIND THREE NEW SPECIES OF BUSH CRICKET .............. 67
CENTRE GRANTS Gl TAG FOR LADAKH’S WOOD CARVING ................ 67
ERAVIKULAM NATIONAL PARK ...cooveiiiiiiiireeeeeiiiiineieeseeeeeiinaneenas 67
5TH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON DISASTER RESILIENT

D R S R T B 67
DIBANG WILDLIFE SANCTUARY ..ceeteuvrvrrreeessesannnraeeeseesssnnnnraesees 68
PM MODI RELEASES TIGER CENSUS FIGURES ......uvvereerereiininnneenens 68
WORLD'S FIRST ASIAN KING VULTURE CONSERVATION AND BREEDING
GEN T ER o o s s i i o s o 68




Future of educati : ot
L:_ur.eome| — Annual Current Affairs Compilation
Read LESS Learn MORE (Al based Learning Platform) ]an 2023 _Apr 2023 (Part - H)

e T e T T T e T T e e e

A R ANIMAL PANDEMIC PREPAREDNESS INITIATIVE (APPI) ....vovreeaen. 79
R R B ZERO BUDGET NATURAL FARMING ......evveereessessesessssessressenens 80
ASI FINDS 1,300-YR-OLD BUDDHIST STUPA IN ODISHA .. 69 NAMAN PROGRAMME ...ccovuviiiiiiiiiiiineesiiniieessnieeesninnesenineas 80
LIGHTNING AS A “NATURAL DISASTER ...v.vvereererersesseseessssnsereraes 69 IMARKETING AND LOGISTICS DEVELOPMENT FOR PROMOTION OF
INDO PACIFIC HUMPBACK DOLPHINS SPOTTED AT INJAMBAKKAM...... 69 R B B R O D S b b e A 80
T T L 70 DEENDAYAL ANTYODAYA YOJANA - NATIONAL RURAL LIVELIHOOD
T 70 T 80
R 70 NATIONAL QUANTUM MISSION <...vevvoveevaseenserssesnseeseesnsnssesnssnes 81
PALEONTOLOGISTS FIND FOSSIL OF 119-MILLION-YEAR-OLD BEAKED ) B S 81
B B B ol INCLUSIVE DEVELOPMENT CAMPAIGN .. - 81
R R L AR
NO RHINOS POACHED IN ASSAM IN 2022 FOR 1ST TIME IN 45 YEARS 71 100 FOOD STREETS IN 100 DISTRICTS ACROSS COUNTRY... - 81
WHITE TUETED ROYAL BUTTERELY oo 71 E SR AN R O R e b b e A
CENTRE PUTS NEELAKURINI ON THE LIST OF PROTECTED PLANTS....... 3 TN Gy 8 BN Y i o b e e e i e o 82
"ASIAN WATER BIRD CENSUS” (AWC) 2023 ......vveeooreeressereenen, 72 ] A O T e A 82
AIR QUALITY MONITORING SYSTEM (AI-AQMS V1.0)....ovvvvooo. 72 AT RENSION Y OIANA (A BN i b b by, 82
RARE SPECIES OF DUCK SIGHTED IN MANIPUR’S LOKTAK LAKE AFTER PRODUCTION-LINKED INCENTIVE SCHEME FOR THE AUTOMOTIVE
N 7 T S 82
e 73 REVAMPED CGTMSE SCHEME......oooisiivinvsssinnnniinninnnniasines 83
KELP FORESTS LOSING UNIQUE TRAITS DUE TO CLIMATE CHANGE, SAYS PRADHAN MANTRI JAN DHAN YOJANA (PMIDY)...covveeiciiiiennen. 83
D 73 UNION MINISTER SHRI R.K SINGH LAUNCHES STAR-RATED APPLIANCES
s 73 D 83
S R 73 SMART-PDS.....ocovvmcinissiiniii s 83
MISHTI SCHEME FOR MANGROVE PLANTATIONS .....cevvevevsorsnaes 74 INDIA, JAPAN TO IMPROVE BILATERAL COOPERATION TOWARDS CLEAN
N R A T 84
T T A GOVT TO LAUNCH PATTAYA IMIISSION «....evvoeeeecrseeesseesesnssesesesens 84
L 74 MSME COMPETITIVE (LEAN) SCHEME UNDER MSME CHAMPIONS
e S s 84
L 75 GRAMIN KRISHI MAUSAM SEWA......cooovvviniiniiinissinissininas 84
R T ARy RESEARCH, EDUCATION AND TRAINING OUTREACH (REACHOUT).. 85
I 75 PM-DEVINE SCHEME .......cooiniimiiiiniiisiiiins 85
GOVT GIVES IN-PRINCIPLE APPROVALTO NINE ETHANOLBLENDING SAGAR PARIKRAMA PHASE IV BEGINS......cocveviiiiuiiiniiineiineienes 85
T 75 PMMITRA....ooooiniiiiiiiines 86
OVER 1,200 PANGOLINS TRAFFICKED IN INDIA IN 5 YEARS: REPORT . 76 R TN B R Y S o e 86
FOR THE FIRST TIME, GENETICALLY MODIFIED TREES HAVE BEEN NEHRU MEMORIAL MUSEUM AND LIBRARY ... . 86
AN D N S E O R E S T e e e e e e e 76 PRADHAN MANTRI KRISHI SINCHAYEE YOJANA......ooovvniininsiniens 86
R D A A 76 NATIONAL PROGRAMME FOR DAIRY DEVELOPMENT (NPDD)
s e
e 76 SAGAR MANTHAN DASHBOARD....
s D e R
ORGANISED CULTIVATION OF MIULETHI +.sovsovavseseessssesseseesesensenaes 77 NATIONAL RABIES CONTROL PROGRAMME (NRCP) FOR PREVENTION
NG TR O I R B S s b S e o by 87
SCHEMES & POLICIES......cccccovvvuvecenereneees 77 ARAVALLI GREEN WALL PROJECT w..evvreresesesessessesessessesassessnens 88
NATIONAL PLAN FOR CONSERVATION OF AQUATIC ECO-SYSTEMS
fg’;\gg\?\/ﬁ?ﬁ;:\\l/lslis(';':l?'\j'l\';::s SREANORAIE RESOURC;; B R B 88
'''''''''''''''''''''''''''' SN AN T A S B e s B e B S B S e OO
SAMUDRAYAAN PROJECT ...evvoeeerasessesessessesessessesessessesassessenaens 77 DEEN DAYAL UPADHYAYA KAUSHALYA YOJANA (DDU-GKY)....... S
ey A3 NEW INDIA LITERACY PROGRAMME +......eeoeeeseseesessesssessssesas 89
B O E G S AN S N E s e ek e e e b e g 78 R R 89
A R i N T 89
SR A R A O AN A s s s e 78 T
L LA A A % R B o At i it e e o ot S 90
HIMACHAL PRADESH LAUNCHES PROJECT SANJEEVANI ......ovveerensn. 79 PRADHAN MANTRI GARIE KALYAN ANN YOIANA (PMGKAY)........ S
] ] SO T Y o b 79 Ay 90

‘ Learn Finite © 2023 | All Rights Reserved | www.learnfinite.com Annual BITS




Annual Current Affairs Compilation
Jan 2023 -Apr 2023 (Part - IT)

e T e T T T e T T e e e

o |-Future of education

N Te

Read LESS Learn MORE (Al based Learning Platform)

SHALIZA BECOMES 1ST WOMAN TO COMMAND COMBAT UNIT IN

“WOMANIYA” INITIATIVE 1eeeeeeeeeieiiuirireeeeesesinsseeeseessesensssseasaesans 91
NCERT NOTIFIES INDIA’S FIRST NATIONAL ASSESSMENT REGULATOR 91 A e e e et e e e e e 102
ASPIRATIONAL BLOCK PROGRAMME........ccvievinienereniereereseeresneseans 91 MARITIME PARTNERSHIP EXERCISE (MPX) . 102
I L 91 EXERCISE LAPEROUSE = 2023......co0ooomimiiinisiimimninsinins 102
PEPSICO FOUNDATION AND CARE LAUNCHES ‘SHE FEEDS THE WORLD COLONEL GEETA RANA IS FIRST WOMAN TO LEAD ARMY UNIT NEAR
B 92 CHINA BORDER IN LADAKH ...oooocvvininisiinisiinsicnin s 103
ATAL PENSION YOJANA CROSSES LANDMARK 5 CRORE ENROLMENTS 92 DRDO CONDUCTS TWO CONSECUTIVE SUCCESSFUL FLIGHT TESTS OF
CENTRE TO LAUNCH PM PVTG DEVELOPMENT MISSION +-ooorooe 92 ] L R T ettt ittt i 103
ATMANIRBHAR CLEAN PLANT PROGRAM ......coveorvvereereon. 92 JOINT INDIA SINGAPORE EXERCISE ‘BOLD
PM PRANAM YOJANA TO PROMOTE ORGANIC FARMING «.orre... 93 B o L 103
HYDROGEN:FOR HERITAGE s o s 93 EXERCISE SEADRAGON 23 ....ooivvininiiniiiiiinns 104
PM-KUSUM SCHEME GETS 3-YEAR EXTENSION TILL 2026 —o..oo.... 93 S EGHRIAB O NBEZ 02 e R Gl E A o 104
TELE MENTAL HEALTH ASSISTANCE AND NETWORKING ACROSS STATES DEFENCE MINISTRY SIGNS Rs 3000 CRORE CONTRACT WITH BEL .. 104
L 93 EXERCISE VAYU PRAHAR ...o..ovvaviviiiiniiiiisiiinn s 104
R 94 SEARCH AND RESCUE (SAR) EXERCISE .....oovvvvvuvininnisninnss 105
A A 94 T o R 105
B D N A A G s 94 GOVERNMENT STARTS PROCESS TO BUY 100 MORE K9-VAIRAS ..... 105
T L ey Sy e e ey Sty 95 VEER GUARDIAN-2023 ....oovmviiiiniiiniiiniiiins 105
T TR e o B T e 106
N o PRITHVI-II MISSILE SUCCESSFULLY TESTED-FIRED IN ODISHA .......... 106
VIBRANT VILLAGES PROGRAMME oo S O A N 1 R T e o] oo o o e 106
BEST TOURISM VILLAGE COMPETITION PORTAL............... 21ST EDITION OF NAVAL EXERCISE 'VARUNA' BETWEEN INDIA AND
T A R AN G B S 106
R T TR e SRI LANKA, US TO CONDUCT JOINT EXERCISES TO MAINTAIN FREE INDO-
T T T T LT o 107
SEMICONDUCTOR FACILITY IN INDIA . ... cvevieieresieeeeseesieneeneevesaean 96 FIFTH KALVARI CLASS SUBMARINE VAGIR .......cooovvvivnvnes 107
INDIA & RUSSIA BEGIN JOINT MANUFACTURING OF AK 203 RIFLES IN
DEFENCE & SECURITY ...ccocceveeirenrnnrencenee. 96 L 107
INDO-EGYPT JOINT TRAINING EXERCISE CYCLONE - | COMMENCES IN
A R N T 108
SN B2 ittt o bt s 97 Ty 108
]y 2 QYo T mat LD A S e i e 97 R A D A PR e B
R 4 T 108
EXERCISEN GG ) Sa2 S st st 97 THEATRE LEVEL OPERATIONAL READINESS EXERCISE
SR WARR'OR_ZOZ? """"""""""""""""""""""""""" 2R R D 108
N A L R A R o INDIAN ARMY ORGANISES INTEGRATED EXERCISE ‘TRISHAKRI PRAHAR’
R O M R A N (O] i i st ottt o ottt o 98 R R 109
A Y 33 B A A 109
WINDSOR FRAMEWORK....ceevvuuenereererunnnnesserassnnnnssesesssmnnnnsneeaes 98 INDIA, UZBEKISTAN BEGIN TWO-WEEK MILITARY EXERCISE IN
N Al 99 BT R A R e 109
|NTERNATIIONAL CONFERENCE ON “SHARED BUDDHIST HERITAGE” ... 99 T T N AN
A A A R R o8 L L s e S L S 110
R A RO AR A R AR R R R 110
Do L L, 99
CIvIL20 INDIA INCEPTION MEET STARTS AT NAGPUR......ccveveenee. 100 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS................. 110
BURUNDI REPORTS POLIO OUTBREAK FOR THE FIRST TIME IN 30
e 100 INDIA-BANGLADESH FRIENDSHIP PIPELINE ....
T E e 100 D o T B
TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION REPORT 2023 .......uuuvieiiniiiiannnns 101 IRAN TESTS MILITARY DRONES IN WARGAME NEAR STRAIT OF
T 101 B R 2 111
ERINYEXS202: 3 it it i o 101 AUSTRIA INKS PACT WITH INDIA TO RETURN 'ILLEGAL MIGRANTS' . 111
GLEHEZASSEXPRES S\ Snmmmmihovinioinitii b 101 INDIA TO TAKE OVER ASIAN PACIFIC POSTAL UNION LEADERSHIP ... 111
AMPHIBIOUS EXERCISE AMPHEX ......oovveevseereesessereseneseseeeees 102 INDIA TO HOST VIRTUAL VOICE OF GLOBAL SOUTH SUMMIT"........ 112
U.S. ‘TITLE 42’ IMMIGRATION POLICY ...uvveieeiireeeiiiieeeareeeeennnss 112
GIVING TO AMPLIFY EARTH ACTION (GAEA) ......ooiiiiiieeeeiiiieens 112
...................................................................................................................................................................................... ® ‘
‘ Learn Finite © 2023 | All Rights Reserved | www.learnfinite.com Annual BITS Page | 5 . R ..'
SRR



N Te

|-Future of education

Read LESS Learn MORE (Al based Learning Platform)

US LAUNCHES PROGRAMME ALLOWING PRIVATE ‘SPONSORSHIP’” OF

R G DS e S e e b 112
UNESCO DEDICATES INTERNATIONAL DAY OF EDUCATION 2023 TO

A G G RS Uhils}
CHINA BUILDS NEW DAM IN TIBET THAT COULD AFFECT FLOWS
O R ot e A A i s 113
BENGALURU ALL SET TO HOST THE FIRST G20 ENERGY TRANSITION
WORKING GROUP IMEETING....ceevervrrrererrrrreseseereesesssrsesesserssnnen 113
PAKISTAN PM SHEHBAZ SHARIF INAUGURATES 3RD UNIT OF NUCLEAR
P OWER PEAN oot oy 333

MISCELLANEOQUS ........ccccceirennnnnnnnneneen... 114

DIGITAL INDIA AWARD 2022.....ccuieiiiuieaieesiiesieessessssassesnesnnes
GOLDEN GLOBE AWARDS 2023 .....cciuiiieeneiaeresreesveasessessnessens
PADMA AWARDS 2023 ANNOUNCED....
13TH NATIONAL VOTERS” DAY (NVD) ....

I

IN 2021, 2.8 MILLION CHILDREN IN SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA DIED
BEFORE REACHING THEIR FIFTH BIRTHDAY: UN REPORT ................ 115
WORLD'S MOST POWERFUL PASSPORTS: JAPAN TOPS LIST............. uhb:
GLOBALRISKSREROR B2 D2 s 116
UN WORLD SOCIAL REPORT 2023 .....uuivieiiriieeiiireeeeiineeeeanneen 116
MORE STUDENTS GOING TO GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS; TAKING PRIVATE
O A S B R R O R T A i i o s 116
FIVE BILLION PEOPLE UNPROTECTED FROM TRANS FAT LEADING TO
AR T DI EASES TN O sl o b i ety 116

WORLD ECONOMIC SITUATION AND PROSPECTUS 2023 REPORT... 117
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION RELEASES ALL INDIA SURVEY ON HIGHER

EDUCATION (AISHE) 2020-2021 ....evvveeieiiieeeeineeeecieee e 117
SHRI ANIL KUMAR LAHOTI TAKES CHARGE AS CHAIRMAN & CEO,

R A N Y B AR D s s ey o T T e b e e T e 117
A D R AT B O S B s S e e 117
108TH INDIAN SCIENCE CONGRESS ... eeeieieeeeeieeseieiieeeeeeeeeiaeenenn 118
AV ORLDBRAIELE AT s e e bl 118
PRANESH M BECOMES INDIA’S 79TH GRANDMASTER AFTER WINNING
R Rttt 118
17TH PRAVASI BHARATIYA DIWAS CONVENTION 2023 ............... 119
0 T B e 119
KHELO INDIA YOUTH GAMES 2022.....ccciiiiiiiiiieieiieiieieeeeeeeeaeen, 119

WORLD HINDI DAY 2023

75TH INDIAN ARMY DAY .. ..120
UNITED STATES R'BONNEY GABRIEL CROWNED 71ST Miss UNIVERSE

D e e o Ay 120
NATIONAL STARTUP DAY IS CELEBRATED ANNUALLY ON JANUARY 16TH
N Aty St e 121

‘ Learn Finite © 2023 | All Rights Reserved | www.learnfinite.com

Annual Current Affairs Compilation
Jan 2023 -Apr 2023 (Part - IT)

R e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e T

WAYANAD BECOMES FIRST DISTRICT TO DIGITISE TRIBALS'

BT e S ettt it St bt el 121
NATIONAL GIRL CHILD DAY ..ccieiiiiiiieiiiiiiieiiiiceieiseeeereiseeeeneeeees 121
INDIA WAS ELECTED AS VICE-CHAIR FOR FAO.......cccveieeiieinninnn. 121
MAHATMA GANDHI DEATH ANNIVERSARY ..cevvivierereirireereieeenenens 122
RASHTRAPATI BHAVAN'S HISTORIC MUGHAL GARDENS RENAMED AS
L B e 122
ABOUT 20,000 TONNES OF RED SANDERS WERE SMUGGLED FROM
INDIABERVEEN2 QL e AN T2 02 O b bbb b B 122
INDIA’S ‘LIFE” INITIATIVE CAN SAVE $440 BN GLOBALLY IN 2030: IEA
R Ay S e 123
LONG-TERM GROUNDWATER STORAGE IN GANGA BASIN DECLINING AT
2 OGP ER AR SR DV s s e S e S 123
3 MILLION INDIANS LIVE IN AREAS THAT CAN BE SWEPT BY GLACIAL LAKE
ELOADSNSAY ST DY i 123
SO A D N I e e e 124
GLOBAL SEA-LEVEL RISE AND IMPLICATIONS REPORT ...cceeeereunennnns 124
CLIMATE RISK: 9 INDIAN STATES AMONG TOP VULNERABLE PLACES IN
o ST O D ittt o et S et 124
70% OF ALL MATERNAL DEATHS IN 2020 WERE IN SUB-SAHARAN
R G e N R BB R T e e ey T o 125

LESS THAN HALF OF HUNGER FUNDING NEEDS MET, SAYS REPORT... 125
A THIRD OF PEOPLE SURVEYED BY GLOBAL STUDY SUFFER FROM

FRESHWATER SHORTAGE ...eieiiieieieirieieieeieereeseereseesessesessssssreeees 125
GLOBAL TERROR INDEX i iviiaiaaiasiaiisninaisains o s inssasassansnsans 125
WOMEN AND MEN IN INDIA 2022” LAUNCHED BY MOSPI RAO
RS S e 126
IPCC AR 6 SYNTHESIS REPORT ....uuuiiiirieeeeeiiiiineeeeeeeseinenaneasns 126
INDIA LOST 668,400 HA FORESTS IN 5 YEARS, 2ND HIGHEST

O e e i T e ittt s ettty Sttt 126
WORLD HAPPINESS REPORT 2022 ...cvviiiiiiieiniiiiieineeserainnneseens 127
INDIA EXPECTED TO FACE SEVERE WATER SCARCITY By 2050: UN

R D R 127
QS WORLD SUBJECT RANKINGS 2023 .....uvvvvivivvrnninirurnnrnnsanannns 127

STATE OF INDIA’S ENVIRONMENT REPORT ..
INDIA JUSTICE REPORT 2022.....cccvviviiiiiannns . 127
STATE ENERGY EFFICIENCY INDEX 2021-22 ..
UN POPULATION REPORT ..coviveiveieirieneiainnnns
WORLD BANK’S LOGISTICS PERFORMANCE INDEX...

WMO ANNUAL REPORT HIGHLIGHTS CONTINUOUS ADVANCE OF

Oy L S e o P ek T St et 128
INDIA’S MILITARY SPENDING AT $76.6 BN 3RD HIGHEST IN THE WORLD
LR MR T e e i e e i e et 129
NATIONAL HEALTH ACCOUNTS ESTIMATES FOR INDIA (2019-20)
L o B A iy 129
WORLD DEVELOPMENT REPORT 2023 .....ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieieeeen, 129




Read LESS Learn MORE (Al based Learning Platform)

Future of education

SN = Annual Current Affairs Compilation

Jan 2023 -Apr 2023 (Part - IT)

e e T T T T T N

History & Culture

Vaikom Satyagraha

Vaikom Satyagraha was a historic non-violent movement against untouchability and caste discrimination in
the country.

The Satyagraha took place between March 30, 1924 and November 23, 1925 and also marked the start of
temple entry movements across India.

The movement was spearheaded by Congress leader T.K. Madhavan, as an opposition against social
injustice.

The Congress Untouchability Committee decided to start the movement at the Mahadeva temple in Vaikom,
because of the temple board’s extremely stringent rules regarding entry.

On March 30, 1924, the Satyagrahis walked towards the forbidden public roads in Vaikom. They were
stopped by the police.

Hakki-Pikki tribes

Out of these nationals, more than 100 belong to the Hakki Pikki tribe from Karnataka.

They are a nomadic tribe living across western and southern India. Hakki means ‘bird’ in Kannada, and Pikki
translates to ‘catchers’.

Traditionally, a tribe of bird catchers and hunters, who mostly lived in forest areas, the members now dwell
in Karnataka’s Mysuru, Davangere, Kolar, Hassan and Shivamogga districts.

Hakki Pikkis are a matriarchal community where the groom gives dowry to the bride’s family.

Hakki Pikkis were displaced from forests and resettled around Bengaluru, Mysuru, Mandya and borders of
Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh.

Thirunelly temple

It is also referred to as the ‘Kashi of the South’ and is considered as an important pilgrimage center for
Hindus.

It is located at the confluence of three rivers — Papanasini, the holy river, which is believed to have the
power to wash away sins, Kudamurutti, and Koothappuzha.

The temple structure has a history dating back to the 15th century AD, and stories related to the
architecture and style of the temple are associated with it.

World’s first Palm-leaf Manuscript Museum in Kerala capital.
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Kerala Chief Minister(CM) Pinarayi Vijayan has inaugurated the Palm leaf Manuscript Museum with modern
audio-visual technology at the renovated Central Archives, Fort area in Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala.

Billed as the world’s first palm leaf manuscript museum, the facility is essentially a repository of curious
nuggets of administrative, socio-cultural and economic facets of Travancore spanning a period of 650 years
till the end of the19th century, besides documents relating to territories of Kochi in the state’s middle and
Malabar further north.
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e The museum, which opened last week, has 187 manuscripts chronicling a mine of stories based entirely on
primary sources: Documents written on cured and treated palm leaves consigned to the corners of the
records rooms.

Lavani Dance

e NCP leader Ajit Pawar has directed members of his party to not organise raunchy public shows in the name
of Lavani, a folk song-and-dance performance that is popular in Maharashtra.

e lLavani became well known outside Maharashtra — throughout India and even outside the country —
following its use in popular media such as cinema.

e Qver the past few years, with the explosion in the use of social media, short clips of dances have become
very popular.

e There are several sub-genres of Lavani, of which the most popular is the Shringarik (erotic) kind, in which the
lyrics are often teasing, with sensuous dance steps and delicate gestures employed to convey erotic
meaning.

Banjara Dharmaguru Santh Sevalal Maharaj Jayanti

e  For the first time ever, the year long commemoration of birth anniversary of Santh Sevalal Maharaj, the
Spiritual & Religious Leader of Banjara Community is being celebrated by the Ministry of Culture,
Government of India.

o Like every year, this year also Banjaras from all over the country are gathering in Delhi to celebrate this birth
anniversary.

e A special train has also been run from Karnataka, in which more than 2500 people of the Banjara community
of Karnataka, Telangana, Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh have reached Delhi.

e Santh Sevalal Maharaj was born on 15 February 1739 at Surgondankoppa in Shivamogga district of
Karnataka.

e Heis considered a social reformer and spiritual teacher of the Banjara community.

Vedic Heritage portal

e The Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts (IGNCA) has recently launched the Vedic Heritage Portal, a
digital repository of vedic knowledge and traditions from across the country.

e This portal is the result of a seven-year effort and an estimated cost of Rs 5 crore.

e The Vedic Heritage Portal is a one-stop solution for researchers and others who seek information about the
Vedic heritage of India.

e |t was launched by Union Home Minister Amit Shah and Union Culture Minister G Kishan Reddy during the
IGNCA’s 36th Foundation Day celebrations.

e The Vedic Heritage portal now has audio-visual recordings of the four Vedas. These recordings contain over
18,000 mantras of the four Vedas, with a total duration of over 550 hours.
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Polity & Governance

Forest Amendment Bill

e The Bill seeks to redefine “forests”, and many experts feel that it is being done to open up forest tracts for
infrastructure and development work that may cause lasting damage to the environment.

e The Forest Conservation Amendment Bill, 2023 reflects the twin objectives of creating forest-based carbon
sinks for mitigating climate change and creating land for compensatory afforestation to accommodate the
diversion of forests for industrial and infrastructure projects.

e The Bill creates a framework by which forest conservation laws do not affect the rolling out of large projects,
most of which are being implemented by private corporations or through public-private partnerships.

National Electricity Plan (2022-27)

e The Electricity Act 2003 stipulates that the Central Electricity Authority (CEA) shall prepare a National
Electricity Plan in accordance with the National Electricity Policy and notify such plan once in 5 years.

e The fresh draft, in a tacit admission of the ground realities, cites the need for fresh coal-based capacity
ranging from 17 GW to nearly 28 GW till 2031-32.

e Battery Energy Storage systems (BESS) especially based on Lithium-ion batteries are one of the storage
options.

PM inaugurates Diamond Jubilee Celebrations of Central Bureau of Investigation in New
Delhi

e He released a Postage Stamp and Commemorative Coin marking the Diamond Jubilee Celebration year of CBI
and also launched the Twitter handle of CBI.

e He also released the updated Administration Manual of CBI, an Almanac on Bank Frauds — case studies and
learning,

e In pursuit of justice - Supreme Court Judgements in CBI Cases and a handbook on International Police
cooperation for the exchange of foreign located intelligence & evidence.

e As part of the celebrations, the Prime Minister also inaugurated the newly constructed office complexes of
CBIl in three cities — Shillong, Pune, and Nagpur.

Government releases pre-draft of National Curriculum Framework for schools

e The ministry launched the NCF for foundational stage (NCF-FS) for children between ages 3-8 years in
October 2022. In continuation of that policy, the next NCF for school education is being prepared.

e Revamping class 10 and 12 board exams, aligning the shift from 10+2 structure to 5+3+3+4 structure and
emphasis on developmental perspectives suggesting curricular and pedagogical shifts at different stages —
foundational, preparatory, middle and secondary — are among the recommendations made in the pre-draft.

e The NCF has been revised four times - in 1975, 1988, 2000 and 2005.

e The new proposed revision will be the fifth of the framework.
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Indian Space Policy 2023

e This new space policy seeks to regulate and boost private sector participation in the space sector.

e The ISP also looks to increase investments in the space sector from private companies.

e Private sector companies will now be able to build rockets, satellites and launch vehicles, data collection and
dissemination.

e Private sector will gain access to end-to-end space activities. The focus of the Space Policy would be to
increase the participation of the private players in the space sector.

e The global space industry is worth over $500 billion, with the United States and China spending the most.

e India currently accounts for only 2% of it.

Sagarmala Innovation and Start-up Policy

e This draft policy aims at nurturing start-ups and other entities to co-create the future of India’s growing
maritime sector.

e This entails intensive collaboration of the organizations to build a strong eco-system facilitating innovation
and Startups in the country that will drive sustainable growth and generate large scale employment
opportunities.

e This enhances the cooperation and coordination between academic institutions, public sector, private sector

and convergence of different schemes and programs to groom fresh ideas and approaches to resolve the
issues and challenges.

AAP gets ‘national party’ status

e A national party tag allows an organisation to get a common poll symbol across the country, more star
campaigners, free air time on national broadcasters for election campaigns and by convention office space in
Delhi.

e The Commission said AAP has been named as a national party as it fulfilled the condition of Para 6B(iii) of the
Symbols Order 1968 that accords such status to a state party based on electoral performance in four states
— Delhi, Goa, Punjab and most recently in Gujarat.

National Credit Framework

e The NCrF is a broad enabling framework for all regulatory organizations and all universities, including
institutions of national importance.

o They will be free to notify their detailed implementation guidelines with flexibility for catering to their
academic requirements.

e Itis a meta-framework to seamlessly integrate the credits earned through school education, higher
education, and vocational and skill education.

e Credit is the recognition that a learner has completed a prior course of learning, corresponding to a
gualification at a given level.

NCPCR issues guidelines for assessment of child suspects in heinous offences
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e To determine whether a child should be treated as a minor or not in criminal cases which come under the
“heinous” offences category of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015.

e Child suspects should be assessed by a team of experts, including a child psychologist or psychiatrist, a
medical doctor, and a social worker.

e The assessment should take into account the child's age, developmental stage, and maturity level, as well as
any history of trauma or abuse.

Animal Birth Control Rules, 2023

e The Supreme Court had issued several orders emphasizing that the relocation of dogs was not permissible.

e The rules mandate the implementation of Animal Birth Control programmes for stray dogs by local bodies,
municipalities, municipal corporations, and panchayats.

e Effective implementation of the rules can help reduce the stray dog population and address animal welfare
issues.

e Municipal corporations must jointly implement the Animal Birth Control and Anti Rabies Programmes.

Policy for the Medical Devices Sector

e The Cabinet also approved establishing 157 nursing colleges as was announced in this year’s Union budget, a
move that is likely to create 15,700 more nursing seats in the country.

e Currently, India has 1, 18,000 BSc nursing seats. Since 2014, the government has added 157 new medical
colleges and each of these will have a nursing college attached with at least 100 seats.

e The salient features of the policy include strategies to promote medical device sector that will be cover five
broad areas of policy interventions— regulatory streamlining; enabling infrastructure; facilitating research
and development and innovation; attracting investments in the sector; and human resource development.

PM Modi To Inaugurate 3-Day Raisina Dialogue

e The 8th Edition of the Raisina Dialogue will be held in New Delhi.

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the Dialogue.

e Prime Minister of Italy Giorgia Meloni will join the inaugural session as the Chief Guest.

e The theme of the 2023 Edition of Dialogue is “Provocation, Uncertainty, and Turbulence: Lighthouse in the
Tempest.

e The Raisina Dialogue 2023 will witness the participation of representatives from over 100 countries including
Ministers, Military Commanders, Captains of the Industry, Technology Leaders, Scholars on Strategic Affairs,
Experts from leading Think Tanks and Youth. This year’s edition assumes special significance coming against
the backdrop of India’s G20 Presidency.

Supreme Court verdict on ECl appointments

e A five-judge bench of the Supreme Court recently unanimously ruled that a high-power committee
consisting of the Prime Minister, Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha, and the Chief Justice of India must pick
the Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) and Election Commissioners (ECs).

e Article 324(2) reads: “The Election Commission shall consist of the Chief Election Commissioner and such
number of other Election Commissioners, if any, as the President may from time-to-time fix and the
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appointment of the Chief Election Commissioner and other Election Commissioners shall, subject to the
provisions of any law made in that behalf by Parliament, be made by the President.”

Back Centre releases guidelines for celebrities, social media influencers

e The Department of Consumer Affairs, under the Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution,
has released a set of guidelines called "Endorsements Know-hows!" .

e The guidelines will help celebrities, influencers, and virtual influencers on social media platforms that they
do not mislead their audiences when endorsing products or services.

e The guidelines state that the disclosure must be placed in the endorsement message in a manner that is
clear, prominent, and extremely hard to miss.

e Disclosures should not be mixed with a group of hashtags or links.

e For endorsements in a picture, disclosures should be superimposed over the image enough for viewers to
notice.

Centre opposes recognition of same-sex marriage in SC citing personal laws

e The Supreme Court of India (SC) recently referred the pleas seeking legal validation of same-sex marriages to
a five-judge constitution bench for adjudication.

e |t also referred to Article 145(3) of the Constitution.

e Article 145(3) of the Constitution says there should be at least five judges to hear cases that involve "a
substantial question of law as to the interpretation” of the Constitution, or any reference under Article 143,
which deals with the power of the President of India to consult the SC.

e The Centre pointed out that “recognition of marriage necessarily brings with it right to adopt and other
ancillary rights”.

o Therefore it is “necessary that such issues are left for being decided by the competent Legislature where
social, psychological and other impacts on society, children etc., can be debated.

Bar council allows foreign lawyers, legal firms to practice in India

e The Bar Council of India (BCl) recently allowed foreign lawyers and law firms to practice in India on a
reciprocity basis.

e Reciprocal laws are statutes of one state that give rights and privileges to the citizens of another state if it
extends similar privileges to the citizens of the former.

e According to the rules, a foreign lawyer or law firm is not entitled to practice law in India without registering
with the BCI.

e Foreign lawyers will only be allowed to advise on international laws and will not be permitted to appear
before any Indian courts and tribunals.

e A primary qualification required from them is a certificate from the competent authority of their country
that they are entitled to practice law in that country.

Inter-services Organisations Bill

e The commander-in-chief and officer-in-command of the inter-services organisations will soon be able to
exercise control over all the personnel serving/attached under their command but belonging to different
services.
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e The government has introduced a bill titled ‘Inter-services Organisations (Command, Control and Discipline)
Bill’ in the Lok Sabha to this effect.

e The proposed Bill will essentially empower the Heads of the Inter-services Organisations to exercise effective
command, control and discipline on all personnel of regular Air force, Army and Navy and to persons of
other, who are serving in or attached to an Inter-services Organisation, without amending the respective
Acts.

Rajasthan Right to Health Bill

e The Rajasthan Assembly passed ‘the Right to Health Bill’ despite protests by private doctors, making it the
only state in India to legislate the right to health.

e According to the bill's provisions, every resident will have the right to emergency treatment and care
"without prepayment" at any "public health institution, health care establishment and designated health
care centres".

e The government will reimburse the health care provider if a patient does not pay the charges after
emergency care, stabilisation and referral.

e A patient, during emergency treatment such as for accidents, emergencies due to snake or animal bite and
any other, as decided by the State Health Authority, will be treated without prepayment by public health
institutions, health care establishments and designated health care centres.

Disqualification MPs

e Recently, an MP (Member of Parliament) was sentenced to two years in jail in a 2019 Defamation Case over
his remarks about another political leader by the Surat Court.

e Article 102 of the Constitution establishes the conditions to disqualify a member of the Lok Sabha or the
Rajya Sabha.

e According to Article 103, the President is the final authority on matters relating to the disqualification of
Members of Parliament under the provisions of Article 102(1).

e The President should take the opinion of the Election Commission and act accordingly in such cases.

e Under the provisions relating to the Anti-Defection Act, the matter is decided by the Speaker or Chairman of
the House.

e Disqualified Mps can challenge the decisions of disqualification in the High Courts.

Par panel recommends new law to define power, functions of CBI

e A parliamentary committee has said that an existing law governing the federal probe agency has “many
limitations” and there is a need to enact a new legislation to define its status, functions and powers.

e The department-related Parliamentary Standing Committee on Personnel, Public Grievances, Law and Justice
said that according to the provisions of the DSPE Act, the consent of the state government is a prerequisite
for any investigation by the CBI and as on date, nine states have withdrawn the general consent.

e The panel said that vacant posts in the CBI are not being filled up at the required pace and recommended
that “every effort should be made to fill up vacancies at the earliest”.

e Atotal of 1,709 posts are vacant in the CBI against its sanctioned strength of 7,295.

Guillotine in Parliament
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e The Finance Bill 2023, which gives effect to the tax proposals for the fiscal year beginning April 1,
was passed in the Lok Sabha with 45 amendments as opposition members were protesting.

e The Guillotine Parliamentary Procedure is a process used in Parliament or state assemblies to group together
and expedite the passage of financial business.

e During the Budget session, the procedure is used to save time when all the clauses of a measure cannot be
discussed in the allotted time.

e Each Bill is allotted a specific amount of time for consideration in Parliament.

o ABill is usually composed of several clauses. Once the allotted time to discuss the clauses of the Bill is over,
the Speaker of the House rolls out guillotine closure.

Election Commission begins delimitation of constituencies in Assam

e The Election Commission recently said it has started the delimitation process of Assembly and parliamentary
constituencies in Assam.

e Census data of 2001 will be used for the process. A delimitation exercise refers to demarcating boundaries of
Assembly and parliamentary constituencies as well as civic wards.

e At present, Assam has 14 Lok Sabha, 126 Assembly and seven Rajya Sabha seats.

e Under Article 82, Parliament is to enact a Delimitation Act after every Census.

e Once the Actis in force, the Union government sets up the Delimitation Commission.

e The Commission is supposed to determine the number and boundaries of constituencies in a way that the
population of all seats, so far as practicable, is the same.

e The Commission is also tasked with identifying seats reserved for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes.

Election Commission develops EVM prototype for migrants

e The election Commission of India (ECI) has developed a prototype for the Remote Electronic Voting Machine
(RVM) aimed to facilitate voting for domestic migrants across India.

e The Commission in association with a renowned Public Sector Undertaking is now ready to pilot a Multi
Constituency Remote Electronic Voting Machine (RVM) for facilitating participation of domestic migrants
from their remote locations itself i.e., the places of their current residence for purposes of
education/employment, etc., for voting for their home constituencies.

e This modified form of EVM can handle up to 72 multiple constituencies from a single remote polling booth.

e The ECI has invited all eight recognized national and 57 state political parties to a demonstration of the RVM
on January 16th.

Karnataka reclassifies Vokkaligas, Lingayats to raise their OBC quota share

e Recently, Karnataka has categorized the two dominant communities, Vokkaligas and Lingayats, as
“moderately backward” from the “backward” category in a move that could increase their share in
reservation for Other Backward Classes (OBC).

e Karnataka currently has 32% quota for OBC, and 17% and 7% quota for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes, respectively, taking the total to 56%.

e The Panchamasali sub-sect of Veerashaiva Lingayats has demanded inclusion in the 2A category which has
15% quota from their current 3B category which has 5% quota.

e The Vokkaliga community, which is currently in the 3A category, will be moved to a newly-created 2C
category with 4% reservation.
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e And the Lingayat community, which is in the 3B category, will now be in a new 2D category with 5%
reservation.

Draft rules for online gaming

e A self-regulatory body, mandatory know-your-customer norms for verification, and a grievance redressal
mechanism are among the key proposals in the draft rules for online gaming.

e Online games will have to register with a self-regulatory body, and only games cleared by the body will be
allowed to legally operate in India.

e The revenue of the Indian mobile gaming industry is expected to reach $5 billion in 2025.

e The industry grew at a compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of 38 per cent in India between 2017-2020, as
opposed to 8 per cent in China and 10 per cent in the US.

e |tis expected to grow at a CAGR of 15 per cent to reach Rs 153 billion in revenue by 2024.

NMC releases draft rules for timetable, duration, grades, and papers

e The National Medical Commission recently issued the proposed draft regulations related to the National Exit
Test (NEXT).

e As per the draft regulation, the objective of these regulations is to bring uniformity in the summative
evaluation across the country with reference to the minimum common standards of education and training
of a medical graduate.

e The NEXT will comprise two separate exams called ‘Steps’.

e The minimum marks for passing shall be 50 per cent of the total marks in each subject in Step 1.

e The criteria to pass Step 2 shall be satisfactory demonstration of competencies that are evaluated.

e All the students who have completed the final MBBS course from a Commission-recognised medical college
would be eligible to appear in the exam.

National Geospatial Policy 2022

e The National Geospatial Policy 2022 recently notified is aimed to set up high resolution topographical survey
and mapping, with a high-accuracy Digital Elevation Model (DEM) for the country by 2030.

e This is a vibrant initiative to promote the Start-Up & reduce the last mile dependencies on the foreign soil.

e Geospatial data play a vital role in a wide spectrum of frequencies for critical data management applications,
such as military operations, disaster and emergency management, environmental monitoring, land and city
planning.

e The Geospatial Data Promotion and Development Committee (GDPDC) will have representatives from
various Departments and Ministries, including a Department of Defence Representative.

UGC released draft guidelines to set up foreign educational campuses in India

e The University Grant Commission (UGC) has unveiled draft norms to allow foreign universities to set up
campuses in India.

e The draft rules namely, the University Grants Commission (Setting up and Operation of Campuses of Foreign
Higher Educational Institutions in India) Regulations 2023 is intended to regulate the entry and operations of
Foreign Universities to conduct various degrees, diplomas and certificate programmes.
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